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Order of Operations
Sequencing Activity

Thanks for downloading this Order of Operations sequencing activity!

This resource includes:

• Student direction sheet (2 sets of directions per page)

• Student recording sheet

• 8 expressions, with their steps to solve

• Recording sheet for Order of Operations War (for fast finishers): students can order of operations 

flashcards or task cards, if you have them (if you don’t, you can select the link to grab them).

To prepare the activity for the students:

1) Copy the expressions and steps onto different colored papers, so two expressions are on the same color.

2) Cut the steps into strips, and then put two expressions and their steps (of the same colored paper) into a 

baggie.

• If there’s only one equation in a baggie, the activity might be too simple.

• If there are two expressions of two different colors, it would probably be too easy. With two expressions of 

the same color, students also have to do some sorting of the expressions.

• If students do need an easier version, use just one expression or expressions of different colors.

3) Put the directions and 3 baggies (6 different expressions and their order of operations steps) into a manila 

envelope (pictured on cover page) for each group (groups of 2-3). 

4) Ask students to do their best to follow the directions before asking for clarification, especially if you are 

working with other students while some are working on this activity,

This activity was described in detail in this blog post, in case you want to check it out.

If you have any questions at all, or would like a custom color by number for a particular topic, please email 

me at ellie@cognitivecardiomath.com.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Order-of-Operations-Task-Cards-Footloose-Math-Game-372015?utm_source=OOOSequencing&utm_campaign=OOO%20task
https://www.cognitivecardiowithmsmm.com/cognitive-cardio-blog/order-of-operations-sequencing
mailto:ellie@cognitivecardiomath.com


Directions: 1)  Empty ONE of the baggies from your envelope. Each baggie has 2 expressions 

and the steps to evaluate each one.

2) Start by identifying the 2 beginning expressions

3) Find the correct steps to evaluate each expression and put them in the correct 

order, following the order of operations.

4) Write the expressions and the steps to solve them into the boxes on your 

worksheet.

5) Put the expression cards back into the baggie and repeat the directions with 

the second and third baggies.

Directions: 1)  Empty ONE of the baggies from your envelope. Each baggie has 2 expressions 

and the steps to evaluate each one.

2) Start by identifying the 2 beginning expressions

3) Find the correct steps to evaluate each expression and put them in the correct 

order, following the order of operations.

4) Write the expressions and the steps to solve them into the boxes on your 

worksheet.

5) Put the expression cards back into the baggie and repeat the directions with 

the second and third baggies.
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1) 2) 3)

4) 5) 6)

Name  _________________
Date  __________
Period  __________

Directions:  After putting the steps of the expressions into the correct order, write the expression 
and the steps to solve them into the boxes below.

©2014CognitiveCardioMath, EMN LLC



1) 2) 3)

4) 5) 6)

7) 8) 9)

Name  _________________
Date  __________
Period  __________

To play OOO War:  Separate your cards into two piles. Each partner flips a card and finds the 
answer to his/her own expression. Write your work in the boxes below.
Whoever has the higher answer gets to keep the cards (until math class is over!)
Check each other’s work to be sure you are both correct!
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10 – 32 + 4 x 2

10 – 9 + 4 x 2

10 – 9 + 8

1 + 8

9

(122 ÷ 6) ÷ 2 x 12 

(144 ÷ 6) ÷ 2 x 12

24 ÷ 2 x 12

24 ÷ 2 x 1

12 x 1

12
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14 – 8 + 2 – 6 + 7

6 + 2 – 6 + 7

8 – 6 + 7

2 + 7

9

(7 + 3) ÷ 2 x 32

(10) ÷ 2 x 32

10 ÷ 2 x 9

5 x 9

45
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4 x 12 + 5 x 8 + 11

48 + 5 x 8 + 11

48 + 40 + 11

88 + 11

99

24 + (81 – 50) + 5

24 + (31) + 5

16 + 31 + 5

47 + 5

52 
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25 – 32 + (14 – 9)

25 – 32 + (5)

25 – 9 + 5

16 + 5

21

28 – 9 ÷ 3 x 23

28 – 9 ÷ 3 x 8

28 – 3 x 8

28 – 24

4
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Thank you!
Thank you so much for downloading this teaching resource! I hope you’ll find the materials to be effective in your 
classroom and beneficial for both you and your students. My goal is to provide you with teacher and student-friendly 

materials that will help you to help your students be successful in math! If you feel I haven’t met my goal, please email 

me at ellie@cognitivecardiomath.com. If you feel I have met my goal, I’d love to know that as well!

You may:
• Use this item for your own personal use or for use in your classroom. 

• Copy this item for use in your classroom by your students.

• Upload this to a site that restricts access, for student use. Students should be invited via email address or should need a log in 

and password to access. Examples include Google Drive or Classroom, OneDrive, Edmodo, etc.

You may not:
• Give this resource to others or copy the resource for use in others’ classrooms.

• Post this item on an unrestricted website.

• Post this resource as a free or paid product on any website.

• Copy or modify any part of this item to offer others for free or for sale.

Connect with me:

Graphics and fonts used in this product are credited to: Logo by jumping jax designs

Join my newsletter for exclusive monthly freebies, new blog posts, giveaways, and sales notifications. 
Click here to get these items delivered to your inbox!
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Interested in a Custom bundle at 20% off? 
If you’re interested in 3 or more resources, email me at ellie@cognitivecardiomath.com 
and let me know which items you’d like to bundle together!

Please remember to leave feedback to earn credit toward future TPT purchases. 
Just go to “My Purchases” in your TPT account. 
Follow me on TPT to be notified when new resources are added.

Additional resources you might be interested in:
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Order-of-Operations-Truth-or-Dare-Math-Game-for-Google-ClassroomSlides-3057736?utm_source=OOO%20CBN%20Terms%20&utm_campaign=OOO%20CBN%20Terms%20GTD
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